
Sound advice breeds tasty
enterprise for rural business

A business that started life in a home conservatory
has completed a makeover that s already helping
it win bigger, global contracts and improve its
bottom line.
  Pentangle Engineering Services produces specialised,
automated machinery and tooling for engineering,
automotive, ‘white goods’ and blue chip industries,
using labour-saving processes such as Robotic welding
and laser marking.
   With the help of workspace refurbishment and IT
funding , Pentangle has been able to relocate to new,
larger premises and expand its market to include
overseas clients. The move is already paying dividends
and has resulted in the business becoming official
‘Strategic Partners’ – meaning they build supplier
equipment into their own machines -  for two of the
largest players in the automotive industry.
  Director, Nigel Rivers says, “Business Link guided us
through our early start-up stage.  “And as we progressed
and wanted to grow, Business Link was again on hand
to help us identify and access potential sources of
funding.  This gave us some much needed assistance
to expand the growing business and purchase premises
to give us the more professional edge.
  As well as building a large UK customer base, the firm
exports its services to countries ranging from Russia

and Romania to Sweden and France. It’s also completed
an agreement to become sole UK agent for a respected
American welding machine company that supplies
machinery to aerospace industries.
  “The finance also meant we could buy some much
needed additional equipment to manufacture certain
parts more cheaply in-house so this has helped our
margins hugely and enabled us to compete in a global
marketplace,” Nigel adds.
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A family, land based business which has been rearing
livestock using traditional methods for nearly a
century is now giving the public a chance to buy
their quality, tasty rare and native breed meat.
  The money spinning idea is the brainchild of Brenda
Featherstone who farms a 165 acre farm with brother
Brian Barrass.

  “We had sold large packs of beef and lamb to a few
local contacts, but never direct to the public. However,
we were encouraged by really positive feedback, and
thought that there might be a future in developing this
side of the business.“
  It was when Brenda spoke to a Business Link Adviser
at a Food Fair that she was encouraged to turn her
inspiration into a reality.  “We’re in a rural location
and Business Link has provided an excellent local
service from day one. They have acted as a fantastic
sounding board helping us demystify all the red tape
and legalities for us, assisting with funding applications,
to directing us to Trading Standards to ensure we
complied with all the latest regulations.”
Previously the entire farm’s livestock was sold through
the local cattle market where the animals fetch just
half the price of meat is sold direct.
  “I guess our aim is to sell the bulk of our output
direct to the public to maximise our margins,” adds
Brenda. “I am looking for a more sustainable standard
of living for the family – my eldest already has her eye
on getting involved when she leaves school! And with
the continued support of Business Link, we’re certainly
heading in the right direction.”

Markfield Farm -
serves up a treat

Global market beckons
for expanding business...

Engineering global success - Pentagle Engineering

   The Business Transformation Grant
(BTG) is designed to support the
development and sustainable success of
those businesses in the East Midlands
area who can demonstrate they have the
potential to transform.
   The BTG is available in two portions,
revenue and capital.
   Revenue: funds the cost of using
service providers from the private sector.
Businesses are offered a choice of solution
providers that are on the Service
Provider Register.
   Capital: usually supports some other
form of assistance, such as mentoring or
a consultancy grant. Capital grants can
occasionally be used to purchase
technology that is considered as being
new to the business.
    To find out more, or discuss eligibility
criteria, call 0845 058 6644 or visit our
website www.businesslink.gov.uk/
eastmidlands/btg

Funding to transform
your business...

   In these times of economic uncertainty,
implementing any change that minimises
waste, improves efficiency and saves you
money can make your business more
competitive.
   To help businesses across the East
Midlands save money and improve their
resource efficiency, Business Link is
offering a FREE efficiency diagnostic
service, designed to pinpoint areas of
resource inefficiency and identify potential
funding schemes or specialist providers
that can help bring about change through
cost saving benefits.
    For more information, or to arrange
your˚free resource efficiency diagnostic,
call 0845 058 6644 email
info@businesslinkem.co.uk or visit
www.businesslink.gov.uk/
eastmidlands/efficiency

Efficiency saves
costs...

   Through Business Link you can access
a wealth of support, advice and
information to help develop your own
enterprise.  There is also a comprehensive
programme of workshops, events,
seminars and networking opportunities
covering a range of topics for those
wanting to start, grow or develop
their business.
    Call 0845 058 6644 or visit our website
to find out about events and seminars taking
place near you www.businesslink.gov.uk/
eastmidlands/events

Networking and
skills development...


